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Love. Care. Serve.
Heart ‘n Hands Mission will celebrate its one year anniversary on July 12 th! We’ve had a wonderful year of
growth and change.
We became an official ministry of St. Timothy Lutheran Church, Wayne with the support of Your
Grandmother’s Cupboard CEO Clark Paradise and his wife Jean. After serving YGC Toms River for 5 years,
the Advisory Board worked with the Congregational Council of St. Timothy to become a special interest
organization of the church. Clark and Jean gave us their blessing and the van and trailer to continue serving
the needs of the homeless and working poor in Northeast New Jersey. Our promise to Clark and Jean remains
steadfast and we will continue to support their team whenever we are able.
Our name changed, our logo changed, we have a few new board members, a new Facebook page and a
website but our service to area food pantries and shelters remains the same. We have added new sites to our
monthly distributions and are now serving over 1,000 people each month. We have new volunteers on our
sorting and driving teams. Support from Wayne and the surrounding communities continues to grow and we
are grateful to everyone who has made a monetary donation, participated in a Day of Service, donated
clothing, toiletries and other items, and supported our fundraisers. We give a big THANK YOU to our weekly
volunteers whose service is invaluable. They help to keep this well-oiled machine running!
**************************

Walgreens
In January, we received a message from Pastor Mountenay regarding a donation from Walgreens of Wayne on
Valley Road. A BIG thank you to Amaury Germoso, Assistant Store Manager of Walgreens of Wayne for the
donation of toys, clothing, personal care kits and detergent to support the working poor who are served by
Heart ‘n Hands Mission. We also thank Pastor Robert Mountenay for making the introductions!
** If you know of any merchants who may be able to donate appropriate items please reach out to any Board
Member or Pastor Mountenay and let us know how we can follow up. We are always looking for new
connections.

Boy Scouts of America
We are grateful to Scout Executive Dennis Kohl of Patriots’ Path Council and his staff for always remembering
the Mission during their travels. They have collected several bags of hotel size toiletries for us so far this year.
Hotel size toiletries are placed in sandwich size bags that we call Care Kits and are distributed to our homeless
friends in Hoboken each month. We also received an anonymous donation of soaps earlier this year and
several bags of toiletries in all sizes. We were pleased to be able to share some toiletries and soap with WIN –
Wayne Interfaith Network and with families staying at St. Timothy through the Family Promise of Passaic
County program.

President’s Day of Service

What a wonderful day for Heart 'n Hands Mission! Thirty-three volunteers braved the cold to attend our
Presidents' Day of Service. There were families, young and old, scouts and religious education students
completing service hours, board members and dedicated volunteers among the group. With so many willing
hands to help we were able to fill 190 boxes, bags, crates, tubs and 2 clothing racks with clothing, coats, hats,
gloves, socks, suits, shoes, bedding and towels. The van was loaded for our next distribution and the rest was
delivered over the next several weeks. We sincerely thank everyone who came to help and all of those in the
Wayne community who came with their donations. We are truly blessed !

***************************

A Mission Moment
Submitted by Alice Huizinga
In February of this year, I volunteered to ride with Rich Wantula to deliver the clothes to the Paterson church
for distribution.
When we arrived the people there emptied the vehicle for us and helped prepare the tables for the
distribution of clothes. The time spent there was very rewarding. It was nice to speak to those who needed
and appreciated the clothing.
I was happy to see the end result of all the hard work that went into collecting, sorting and packing the
clothes. The work done by all the people of Heart ‘n Hands is well worth the effort. Looking forward to
helping out again in the future.

National Volunteer Week
Heart 'n Hands Mission kicked off National Volunteer Week with a Day of Service on Sunday, April 10th. To
prepare for Sunday, the youth of St. Timothy, led by Cliff Konnerth and Ilona Oosterwyk, held a Bowling Night
and a lock-in in Fellowship Hall on Friday evening. Before lights out, they emptied the Mission storage trailer
of dozens of tubs of collected spring and summer clothing. A big shout out to the Youth Group for all of their
help! On Saturday, the room was set up with tables and boxes labeled by size and gender. Then on Sunday,
thirty-one volunteers spent the afternoon sorting clothes for distribution, filled 151 boxes and loaded our van
for the next delivery. It was a fabulous day! On Monday, the team was back in action with our weekly sorting
crew and 5 other volunteers who moved all of the boxes and tubs out of the hall. It was a tremendous effort
by all. Thank you to everyone who came out to help.

Montville Clothing Collection
On Saturday, April 16th, the Mission held a clothing collection in Montville Township at the Montville
Reformed Church on Church Lane. The Montville Community has been tremendously supportive of our
efforts and has donated hundreds of bags of clothing in the last year. We are very grateful for their help in
providing good quality clothing to our friends in need.

.

Blessing Bag Update
We received a lovely Easter card with this thank you note from Pastor Don McCracken,
Pastor Patti Niebojewski, Sharon Davis and The River congregation in Hackensack.
“What a blessing it has been to hand out the Heart ‘n Hands ‘to go’ bags to the
homeless who attend services at the River Mission. So many items in each bag !
We are so appreciative of donations like this that help us in the rehabilitation
process for those who need a new start In life. Thank you!”

In Other News….
Carl Perry from Catholic Charities – Supportive Services for Veteran Families in Paterson, has been a friend of
the Mission for a few years. He has recently expanded his ministry to include locations in Kearny, Franklin and
Montclair, and now serves several hundred people. We have been happy to lend support to Carl from time to
time in the past. Carl’s Veteran program is now on our distribution schedule and he has been picking up a van
load of donations on a more regular basis.
Eddie of Total Garment Restoration stopped by once again with a vanload of unclaimed dry cleaning – 400 dry
cleaned items ! He was thrilled that many of his donations would be going to our Veterans through Catholic
Charities. We were pleased that our friend Carl was able to pick up two loads of dress clothing for our
Veterans seeking employment. Eddie was also looking for two new employees and we were able to make a
connection for our Veterans !

This year, we extended our ministry to include the Calvary Baptist
Community Center in Paterson. As part of Calvary Baptist Church, the
center operates a day care facility and conducts GRE preparation courses
for students on public assistance who want to reenter the workforce.
We deliver clothing, educational supplies and other family necessities once
each month. When we arrive, the students halt their studies and help to
carry the goods into their classroom, with smiles on their faces and a
continuous stream of “Thank you’s” until everything is inside.
There are always students with young families. On several occasions, we
have received sizable donations of infant and toddler items, and
immediately delivered them to the center. In this way, our assistance is
reaching further into the community.

Heart ‘n Hands Mission recently purchased a new hand truck and replaced the wheels on the smaller one.
This has made receiving large donations, and loading and unloading the van much easier. The hand trucks also
came in handy when we made our 5th annual trip to Christ Lutheran Church’s Trash to Treasure sale in
Woodcliff Lake. Craig Beyer, Bob and Cathe Davidson picked up over 30 bags of clothing, shoes and bedding
that were left after the sale. We thank Ann Christianson and Crystal for their ongoing support.
Due to the volume of donations we have received, the Monday Morning Sorting Team added two extra work
days in June. We have volunteers loading the van during the day while others load in the evening and we have
been able to make several extra deliveries to our Gathering Sites.
****************************************************
We send our heartfelt gratitude to Jeff and Kathy Knittel and the C Jeffrey Knittel &
Katherine J Knittel Charitable Foundation for their very generous donation to the
Mission to purchase a “new” used van.
Our new Mission van is a 2007 Mercury Monteray, in excellent condition, that
will serve us well for years to come. The Mission Board unanimously voted to pay it
forward and donate the old 2000 Ford Windstar van to Cross Roads Camp and
Retreat Center (formerly known as Camp Beisler) in Califon, New Jersey. The Youth
of St. Timothy have attended many retreats over the years at both Beisler and Cross
Roads, and we are happy that we could help them.

On May 2nd, Pastor Mountenay blessed our new van in a short ceremony witnessed by Bob and Cathe
Davidson, Barbara Kaplan, Kathy Knittel; and St.Timothy Monday Morning Crew Members and Mission
supporters Carl Johnson and Bill Monsees. Then, Kathy Knittel and Bob Davidson were off on their first
delivery to Helping Hands in Passaic.

*********************************

For Our Homeless Friends
Socks are the #1 requested item each month at St. Matthew’s in Hoboken. Would
you consider donating a pair of NEW men’s crew socks for our friends in need?

For The Children
Summer can be difficult for the children of the families we serve who don’t have the
opportunity to go to summer camps or participate in community recreation programs.
A simple children’s story book or a coloring book and crayons can help pass the time
on long hot summer days and nights. We will collect these items through August, and
distribute them as quickly as possible. You can bring your donations to our basket at
the top of the stairs to the sanctuary during worship at St. Timothy or on any Monday,
Tuesday or Wednesday from 9 am – noon. Thank you for helping to put a bit more
sunshine into the lives of our young friends in need.
*******************************

We wish to send our sincere thanks to our faithful Monday morning Sorting Team members under the
wonderful direction of Barbara Kaplan:
Lois Clapp, Carol Cook, Cathe Davidson, Kim Gambino, Laura Gerard, Judy Hemming, Roberta Jankiewicz,
Judy Lupichuk, Nora Pecci, Sarah Riotto, Christine Sisco, Len Smith, Lou Warner and Margot Weinert;
to our faithful Driving Teams:
Craig and Marie Beyer, Bob and Cathe Davidson, Bob Gray, Alice Huizinga, Kathy Jones-Smith, Kathy Knittel,
Cliff Konnerth, Irene McNamara, Dolores Monsees, Pastor Mountenay,
Carol Neilson, Len Smith, Rich Wantula and Lou Warner;
to our Staging and Loading Teams:
Bob and Cathe Davidson, Barbara, Pat and Nathanial Kaplan,
Cliff Konnerth, Kathy Knittel, Len Smith, Rich Wantula, and Lou Warner;
and a very special thank you to Pastor Mountenay and St. Timothy for allowing us to utilize the “Orange
Room” and storage space downstairs in order to continue to serve the needs of others in our community.
Your dedication and service to Heart ‘n Hands Mission breathes new life and purpose into our ministry each
week. We are incredibly grateful for your continued support.

Blessing Bag ~ Kickoff for Kindness
We will begin accepting Blessing Bag donations for our annual Fall Blessing Bag Project
on Sunday, September 18th.
Please help us reach our goal of 1,000 Blessing Bags to serve the needs of the homeless individuals
and working poor families who are supported by Heart ‘n Hands Mission.
Our Blessing Bag program flyer is on page 9.

Barbeque and Blues Fundraiser
Join us for Barbeque and Blues on Friday, September 23rd
in the St. Timothy Fellowship Hall at 7 pm
Dinner will be catered by Bourbon BBQ in Wyckoff
with an Evening of Jazz by Nathan Eklund and Friends
Look for our flyer on page 8.
Reserve your tickets by calling 973-694-8316 and leaving a message in Mailbox #6

Columbus Day of Service & Wayne Clothing Collection Day
St. Timothy Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall ~ 395 Valley Road, Wayne
Please join us as we sort and prepare clothing for our monthly distributions.
Light refreshments will be available. Please bring a bag lunch if you prefer.
Monday, October 10th ~ Columbus Day of Service – 10 am – 3 pm
Wayne Clothing Collection Day

Dine and Donate
Please join us and support Heart ‘n Hands Mission
with a meal at Positano’s - 245 Berdan Ave., Wayne, NJ.
Thursday, November 10th
Please look for more information to follow for each of these events on our website, Facebook page and
through our email list. If you would like to be added to our email list please send a note to:
info@heartnhandsmission.org

You may reserve your tickets by calling Heart ‘n Hands Mission at
973-694-8316 and leaving a message in Mailbox #6.
Tickets may also be purchased at St. Timothy Lutheran Church after worship services
or from any Heart ‘n Hands Mission Board Member.

We send a huge thank you to each and every one who has given so generously to Heart
‘n Hands Mission this year. Every donation makes a difference to those who have so
little. We have been blessed with the following specific donations:

Dan & Monica Herasimtcuk, Lori VanDerStad, Pat Kaplan & anonymous friends – boxes for sorting & deliveries
Le Eckert – tote bags
Dr. Cory Wanatick, D.M.D of Fort Lee – cases of toothpaste
Dr. Herbert Maier of Wayne – cases of soaps and body lotions
Knitted hats and scarves – St. Timothy Knitters and Crocheters and friends
Diapers, wipes and toiletries from our “Little Elf” every week.
Members of St. Timothy for their donations of new white adult crew socks during our February appeal.
Mike Lamberti, writer for the Wayne Today, for always making space for us in the paper.
The Montville, Wayne and surrounding Communities for their support and all of their donations.
We send our gratitude to Anna Landgrebe, Roberta Ginsberg and The Homeless Bus for their constant support
in spreading the word about the Mission and in sharing their donations and their blessings with us.
Thank you to volunteer Lou Warner for building a hangar rack for the Orange Room. The new rack has
certainly helped us keep things organized!
Thank you to volunteer Judy Lupichuk for the “special care” she takes in preparing clothes for distribution and
for blessing other groups in our community with items and supplies we are unable to use.
We thank all of our supporters who have donated clothing, toiletries and supplies anonymously.
We are able to continue to spread joy and hope to our friends in need through your generous donations. We
sincerely appreciate and humbly thank those individuals and groups who have blessed us with financial gifts.
Your donations make it possible for us to continue our mobile ministry by helping to maintain our traveling
van and provide necessities to those we serve.
Jeff and Kathy Knittel and the C Jeffrey Knittel and Katherine J Knittel Charitable Foundation
Rev. Amanda and Mr. George Jemenetz, Jr.
Mary Laverack
Craig and Marie Beyer
Anonymous
And a sincere thank you to Mike Pontidis of Elevate Perception, our Webmaster extraordinaire, for his
enthusiasm, his patience, his time and his expertise in creating, donating and updating a fabulous website for
the Mission.

Heart ‘n Hands Mission
395 Valley Road
Wayne, NJ 07470
973-694-8316 Mailbox #6

www.heartnhandsmission.org
info@heartnhandsmission.org

